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The Cask of the Amontillado
Is revenge really necessary? This is the question we ask ourselves from Allan Poe’s short story “The Cask of the Amontillado.” The story features two main characters, Montressor and Fortunato, and is about revenge and secret murder. The former is the narrator and murderer, while the latter is the victim. The short story takes place in an Italian city. This paper explores the theme of revenge in the story, the vengeful character of Montressor, and how revenge is unjustifiable.  
The main theme of the story is revenge. When the story begins, Montressor claims that Fortunato has insulted him and his family multiple times and wants revenge. Montressor claims that Fortunato's insults have caused him "a thousand injuries." The narrator says, "Fortunato had hurt me a thousand times, and I suffered quietly (Poe).” This quote shows the bitterness Montressor has towards Fortunato. “I promised myself that I would make him pay for this- that I would have revenge (Poe).” This statement clearly shows that Montressor wants to exact revenge on Fortunato. To achieve his mission, Montressor has to make calculated moves. He knows that Fortunato likes wine, and he plans to use Fortunato’s fondness of wine to lure him to death. During the carnival season, Montressor approaches Fortunato and tells him that he has something that could pass for Amontillado. Montressor entices Fortunato, who is very drunk, to go to his home and see the pipe of Amontillado. There are no servants at Montressor’s palace. Montressor makes Fortunato pass go into catacombs through a winding staircase. Note that Fortunato is very, very drunk and begins coughing. There is a deep crypt with walls lined with human remains. When Fortunato steps backward to find the pipe, Montressor hastily chains him to the wall. Montressor comes with stones and mortar and starts to wall the entrance, and Fortunato screams and tells Montressor to stop. Montressor reveals that he exacted this revenge fifty years ago and has successfully exerted his revenge. 
Montressor is unforgiving and vengeful. Revenge is what shapes the character of Montressor and the overall plot of the story. “The thousand injuries of Fortunato I had borne as I best could, but when he ventured upon insult, I vowed revenge (Poe).” This statement shows that there is no way Montressor is going to forgive Fortunato. Here, the vengeful character of Montressor is revealed. Montressor tends to harbor feelings of resentment and plans for the death of Fortunato in such a way that he will not be caught. 
Revenge is not justifiable. In “The Cask of Amontillado,” the narrator is trying to justify his wrongdoings by mentioning his family’s coat of arms and motto, “No one insults me with impunity (Poe)." He tries to justify his criminal behavior (murder) by suggesting that he has been wronged before. He is insinuating that the "crimes" Fortunato has caused to his family are punishable by death. The narrator has decided to take matters into his own hands. He has a toxic ego (that no one can wrong him and get away with) and is not remorseful because he does not acknowledge any wrongdoing. He also lacks an apologetic tone for his actions. 
In conclusion, revenge is the main theme in "The Cask of Amontillado." The theme shapes both the narrator (Montressor) and the plot of the story. It is wise to conclude that revenge is not always as sweet as one thinks. Montressor's grudge against Fortunato cannot be justified because he claims to have suffered "a thousand injuries." This begs the question, “should ‘a thousand injuries’ be repaid with death”? Generally, we learn from the story not to be vengeful, leading to serious crimes like murder. Revenge is unnecessary.  
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